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contact—the friction had been vexatious and incessant.   Thus,               m
when after the peace in South Africa the atmosphere began               |
to change and the war of words in the Foreign Offices and the              B
newspapers suddenly died down, they were more than ready              J|
to reciprocate.   To be on bad terms with both the European              f|
groups was uncomfortable, if not dangerous; to make friends              i|
^                   with one, when opportunity offered, seemed wise and right.               •
Early in 1903 Chambers of Commerce were passing resolu-               |f
tions in favour of an Arbitration Treaty between Britain and              fe
France; a group was formed in the French Chamber to advance               |
that project, and 200 deputies gave it their support.   The idea               |i
was broached that King Edward should visit Paris and this was             j JJ
received with warm approval by French newspapers.   The way               I
being thus prepared, the King arrived in Paris on May i, and               |
had an enthusiastic reception.   By making himself popular in               |
I                           Paris and overcoming the hostility of the French people he
5                           did a work which was beyond the power of any Minister.                   •&
At the beginning of July the French President, accompanied              K
by die Foreign Secretary, M. Delcasse, came to London and hadr a similar reception.   During this visit Lord Lansdowne '%...                          had serious conversations with M. Delcasse, and before he left
[                            regular negotiations for an Agreement were on foot.   These
fV:;                        lasted for the next nine months, and at some points presented
|                           serious difficulties.   The French needed substantial compensa-
|                            tion for waiving their traditional objection to the British
I                           occupation of Egypt; the British Dominions were not pleased
fe                          at the concessions which had to be made in the New Hebrides
fe,                         ^d other regions where their interests were affected.   There
fe                   "was a critical moment in March, 1904, when the negotiations
.;seoMdon the point of breaking down, but in the next fort-W                                  smoothed away,  and the British-
*                ft^                             signed on April 7, 1904.   It settled
*:                ^ mm^ <lstoii colonial questions by mutual concessions and
T                   wmmd\m the long-standing quarrel about Egypt by giving
t                 -Kmoe i¥tat was practically a free hand in Morocco.
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